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MEETING DATE: August 24, 2021 ITEM NUMBER: 9.A

SECOND READING: September 14, 2021 {{customfields.ResoOrdNumber}}

TYPE OF ITEM: Consent

PRESENTED BY:
Karen Roney, Community Services Admin, Karen.Roney@longmontcolorado.gov
Christina Pacheco, Children Youth Families, Christina.Pacheco@longmontcolorado.gov 
Olga.Bermudez, Children Youth and Families, Olga.Bermudez@longmontcolorado.gov

SUBJECT/AGENDA TITLE:
A Bill For An Ordinance Amending Title 9 And Title 2 Of The Longmont Municipal Code On 
Healthy Beverages For Children’s Meals

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
In March 2020, City Council reviewed and discussed a possible ordinance requiring Longmont 
restaurants that serve children’s meals on their menus to offer healthy beverages as the 
default option. This suggestion was brought forward by St. Vrain Healthy Kids and Healthy 
Longmont, and Boulder County Public Health (BCPH) as one way to reduce the negative 
impact of sugary beverages on childhood obesity. The draft ordinance made healthy 
beverages (water with no added sugar, or dairy milk or non-dairy milk substitute with no 
added sugar) the default beverage with advertised “children’s meals”. However, the ordinance 
did not prohibit a restaurant’s ability to sell, or a customer’s ability to purchase, any other 
beverage that is available if requested by the purchaser of the children’s meal. 

Prior to bringing back an ordinance for Council consideration, Council requested that staff 
conduct additional community engagement with restaurant owners whose businesses would 
be impacted by this ordinance. Staff delayed that effort for a year due to COVID impacts on 
restaurants but moved forward in June 2021. Staff utilized Engage Longmont to connect with 
restaurant owners and community members to let them know about the proposed ordinance 
and solicit their input on this ordinance. Attachment 2 summarizes the information collected 
about this proposed ordinance. 
Overview:
 Hosted on Engage Longmont in Spanish and English
 Promoted in Spanish and English via emails to restaurants and news media, City news 

release, City e-notification, City Talk, This Week in Longmont, posts on Facebook and 
Nextdoor

 Survey responses submitted between 6/22/21 and 7/29/21
 Total responses: 297 (292 in English, 5 in Spanish); 9 responses were from restaurant 

owners
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Among restaurant owners who responded, 5 owners (55%) indicated they do support this 
ordinance; 4 owners (45%) did not express support. Among community members, 46% (132 
respondents) expressed support of the proposed ordinance; and 54% (157 respondents) were 
not in favor of the ordinance. 

Reoccurring themes among those in favor of the proposed ordinance include:
 It is an easy way to promote better health
 Many parents don’t realize the impact these beverages have on children
 It is great to not have to argue with kids about their drinks while eating out
 This is a small thing that can help reduce obesity 
 This is a simple way to create big change
 Identified health care professionals who responded are in support of this

Reoccurring themes among those opposed to the proposed ordinance include:
 Let parents make these decisions for their kids
 The city has no right to regulate how people raise their children
 It would be better to educate parents and children about sugar
 Time would be better spent encouraging restaurants to do this voluntarily
 This infringes on our freedom, is overreach, and micromanaging
 Learning good health practices is better addressed by education

Other comments:
 Why not address the food as well as the drinks?
 Parents should set examples, too
 Education, not legislation
 We’re not Boulder
 The problem isn’t specific to restaurants
 City government should focus elsewhere

Proposed Ordinance
Since City Council has discussed this proposed ordinance on two previous occasions, and also 
heard from the public at Council’s July 2021 open forum, staff is bringing the proposed 
ordinance to City Council for consideration on first reading. It is proposed that the ordinance 
be enforced either by a summons into Municipal Court or civilly by the issuance of a notice of 
violation pursuant to Chapter 2.97 of the Code, Administrative Civil Penalties. This is similar to 
the City’s no smoking ordinance. A summons into Municipal Court could not be issued without 
a written warning issued first. Upon conviction in Municipal Court, the first violation would 
result in a fine of $100.00, of which at least $50.00 shall not be suspended.  Upon any second 
conviction within 12 months, the Court shall issue a fine only of $200.00, of which at least 
$50.00 the court shall not suspend. Upon any third or subsequent conviction within 12 months 
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of the previous conviction, the court shall issue a fine only of $500.00, of which as least $50.00 
the court shall not suspend. Under Chapter 2.97 of the Code, Administrative Civil Penalties, 
the alleged violator can avail itself of informal and formal hearings challenging the notice of 
violation.  The hearing office can issue civil penalties of $100.00 for the first violation, $200.00 
for the second violation within 12 consecutive months and $500.00 for the third or 
subsequent violation within 12 consecutive months of the previous violation.

Boulder County Public Health (BCPH) staff will check for compliance with the ordinance at the 
same time it conducts restaurant inspections as part of its food safety-licensing program. 
BCPH staff will contact a City of Longmont Code Enforcement or Police officer in the event of 
non-compliance, and the City will enforce the ordinance as outlined in the penalty section. 

COUNCIL OPTIONS:
1) Adopt ordinance on first reading and set public hearing and second reading for September 
14, 2021, or 2) do not approve first reading ordinance and provide other direction to staff.

RECOMMENDED OPTIONS:
St. Vrain Healthy Kids, Healthy Longmont, and Boulder County Public Health recommend that 
Council adopt this ordinance on first reading and set public hearing for September 14, 2021.

FISCAL IMPACT & FUND SOURCE FOR RECOMMENDED ACTION:
N/A

BACKGROUND AND ISSUE ANALYSIS:
N/A

ATTACHMENTS: 
Att 1 – Ordinance
Att 2 – Summary of community input from Engage Longmont


