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CITY OF LONGMONT | Historic Preservation Commission

LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK AMENDED DESIGNATION

1151 S. Pratt Parkway
Tower of Compassion

June 6, 2024
APPLICATION INFORMATION
Type of application: Local Historic Landmark Designation
Property owner: City of Longmont
Phone / email: 303-651-8439 / Jennifer.hewettapperson@longmontcolorado.gov
Contact person: Jennifer Hewett-Apperson
PROPERTY INFORMATION
Name of property: Tower of Compassion at Kanemoto Neighborhood Park
Address of site: 1151 S. Pratt Parkway
Legal description: A PART OF LOT 2 KANEMOTO PARK & BURLINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL -
KANEMOTO PARK
Existing use: Neighborhood Park
Proposed use: No changes of use are proposed

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Tower of Compassion is historically significant relative to the theme of Ethnic Heritage / Asian. Erected in
1973, the tower was presented to the citizens of Longmont, as a gift from the Kanemoto family in appreciation
for the community’s empathy for the family, especially during the World War Il era. The tower stands today as
a visual reminder of the Longmont community’s compassion for persons of Japanese descent during a period
of extreme xenophobia, as well as a tribute to the Kanemoto family’s many positive contributions to the City
of Longmont. The tower is also historically significant relative to the theme of Community Planning and
Development. It was built as, and remains, the most visually prominent feature in Kanemoto Park.
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CRITERIA REVIEW FOR DESIGNATION OF LANDMARKS (LMC SECTION 2.56.050)

A.

The council may designate a landmark with the consent of the owner if it is at least fifty years old,
or is determined to have exceptional historic value, and meets one or more of the criteria listed
below.

The Landmark or Historic District has character, interest, or value as part of the development, or
the cultural, artistic, social, ethnic, economic, political, technological or institutional heritage, of
Longmont, Boulder County, Weld County, the state of Colorado, or the United States.

The Tower of Compassion is historically significant relative to the theme of Ethnic Heritage / Asian.
Erected in 1973, the tower was presented to the citizens of Longmont, as a gift from the Kanemoto
family in appreciation for the community’s empathy for the family, especially during the World War Il
era. The tower stands today as a visual reminder of the Longmont community’s compassion for
persons of Japanese descent during a period of extreme xenophobia, as well as a tribute to the
Kanemoto family’s many positive contributions to the City of Longmont. The tower is also historically
significant relative to the theme of Community Planning and Development. It was built as, and
remains, the most visually prominent feature in Kanemoto Park

It includes the site of a significant historic event.

It is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development, or the
cultural, artistic, social, ethnic, economic, political, technological or institutional heritage of
Longmont, Boulder County, Weld County, the state of Colorado, or the United States.

The Tower of Compassion is associated with the Kanemoto family, who have a long history in the
Longmont community, beginning as farmers in the early 20t century, and ultimately developing a
residential subdivision and donating land for a neighborhood park and elementary school. Members
of the Kanemoto family are still active in the City of Longmont today. A complete history of the
Kanemoto family and their contributions to Longmont is included with the Cultural Resource Survey
included as an attachment.

In addition to the Kanemoto family’s contributions to the City of Longmont, the Tower of
Compassion was donated to the City of Longmont as a recognition and symbol of gratitude for the
kindness of the Longmont community during World War Il, when United States residents and citizens
of Japanese descent were detained in internment camps. The governor of Colorado at the time was
opposed to this detention and refused to allow Colorado residents of Japanese descent to be
detained in internment camps.

It portrays a historic era characterized by a distinctive architectural style.

The Tower of Compassion is thought to be one of the first traditional Japanese pagodas built in the
United States outside of San Francisco. Each of the five levels has a meaning, which taken together
form the meaning of compassion. The pagoda is open from the bottom floor to the top, as is
traditional for Japanese pagodas.

It is identified as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has influenced
the development of Longmont, Boulder County, Weld County, the state of Colorado or the United
States.
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6. It embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship that represent a
significant architectural innovation.

The tower is a five-level steel pagoda designed to withstand 100-mile-per-hour winds. It incorporates
modern and traditional materials in a traditional Japanese building style.

7. For an application with the owner's consent, its unique location or singular physical characteristics
represent an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or the City
of Longmont.

The Tower of Compassion is located in the Southmoor Park neighborhood on what was once the
Kanemoto family farm. The Longmont area had a number of Japanese-American farming families and
had become something of a refuge during World War Il for Japanese Americans seeking to avoid
detention in Japanese internment camps. The Kanemoto family donated land to the City of
Longmont for what became Kanemoto Park, and in 1973 commissioned the Tower of Compassion
within the park as a gift to the City as a token of gratitude for their support over the years, and
especially during World War 1.

8. The site is geographically or regionally important.

The Tower of Compassion is located within Kanemoto Park in the Southmoor Park neighborhood.
This neighborhood was developed by the Kanemoto family on land that had been their family farm,
with land for the park and ultimately the Tower of Compassion itself donated to the City of
Longmont. The Tower is a prominent feature in the seven-acre Kanemoto Park, and overlooks Left
Hand Creek.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE AND POSTING

The property was posted with a public hearing sign and a notice was provided in the newspaper. Staff has not
received any inquiries to date on this proposal.

COMMISSION OPTIONS

The Commission will hold a public hearing on this matter and make a recommendation to the City Council
regarding the request to grant local historic landmark designation to the Tower of Compassion.

The following options are presented for consideration by the Historic Preservation Commission:

1. Recommend that the Tower of Compassion receive local historic landmark designation;

2. Recommend that local historic landmark designation not be granted for the Tower of Compassion;
3. Defer action on the request based on the need for additional information.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission consider option 1: Designation of the Tower of Compassion as a local
historic landmark.
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ATTACHMENTS

1.
2.
3.

Application for landmark designation
Tower of Compassion Designation and 1403 Form
“Life Made Sweet”, Yellow Scene Magazine/The Longmont Leader, March 22, 2023
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